County of Buffalo
Alma, Wisconsin
Notice of Public Meeting
AMENDED AGENDA
Committee:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Buffalo County Broadband Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 19, 2020
11:00 AM (following the Finance Committee meeting)
3rd Floor County Board Room

The meeting is open to the public, but portions of the meeting may be closed if this notice indicates that the committee may
convene in closed session. The following matters may be considered and acted upon at the meeting, but deviation from the
order shown may occur:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Call to order
Public comment regarding any matters that will be taken up by the Committee at this meeting.
Review/Discussion/Action - Broadband Fund Award Policy
Review/Discussion/Action – Buffalo County Support for Broadband
Review/Discussion/Action - State Broadband Connectors Pilot Program
Review/Discussion/Action – Working with providers HBCI, NTEC, Cochrane Telephone, Bug
Tussel, and Starlink.
7. Review/Discussion/Action - Next Meeting Date and Time
8. Public Comments
9. Adjournment.

Date: October 20, 2020

_________________________________
By: Roxann Halverson, County Clerk

Board Members: If unable to attend, please contact the County Clerk’s Office at 608-685-6209.
Persons with Disabilities: If you require special accommodations in order to attend this meeting, please contact the County
Clerk’s Office at 608-685-6209. Please note that the elevator is out of service.
Public Access to the Courthouse: The South Entrance will be the only access to the building after 4:30 p.m.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 15, 2020
Contact: GovPress@wisconsin.gov or 608-219-7443

Gov. Evers, WEDC, PSC Announce Six Communities Selected for
Broadband Connectors Pilot Program
MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today, together with the state Public Service Commission (PSC) and the
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC), announced six communities were selected for
the new Broadband Connectors Pilot program cohort.
“As families, business owners, and communities across the state continue to face the challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the need for affordable, accessible high-speed broadband is perhaps more important
now than ever,” said Gov. Evers. “This joint program will provide critical support and resources to help
local communities get connected.”
The joint pilot program will help provide technical assistance to help these communities apply for federal,
state, and private-sector broadband expansion funds.
“Such a tremendous response demonstrates that there is a strong desire to apply for state and federal
broadband funding, but the challenge for many communities is a lack of resources to participate,” said
Rebecca Cameron Valcq, Chairperson of the PSC. “This pilot program shows promise to push through that
barrier, allowing communities to take steps to connect their residents more quickly.”
The selected communities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
Ho-Chunk Nation
School District of Owen-Withee
Town of Cross - in Buffalo County
St Croix County
Fond du Lac County

“Throughout the listening sessions of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural Prosperity this
summer, residents came with one consistent message: they need broadband to stay connected for jobs,
education, and healthcare,” said WEDC Secretary and CEO Missy Hughes. “This pilot program will
provide us with important lessons on how we can better use existing resources to fill in the gaps in
coverage and reach more communities.”
WEDC has identified broadband as one of the three key opportunities to help Wisconsin businesses recover
from the pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic has illuminated significant gaps in broadband coverage in
Wisconsin’s rural communities, making e-learning, telecommuting, telehealth and online sales difficult or
impossible in many parts of the state. Navigating broadband expansion can be challenging, and local
capacity is often stretched thin, especially now as communities grapple with the impacts of the COVID-19

pandemic. As a result, a flood of 96 applications were received from local governments from across the
state requesting to participate in the pilot.
Applications to participate in the pilot were accepted September 21-30, 2020. Local governments, tribal
governments, and school districts were eligible to apply. Pilot program participants were selected based on
the following criteria: the community has taken some initial steps toward broadband expansion; diverse
community partners have committed to working together on broadband expansion; the community has a
clear vision for the technical assistance they are seeking; and the community seeks to expand broadband in
an underserved or unserved area.
The pilot program is intended to help WEDC and PSC to better understand what communities’ broadband
technical assistance needs are. Drawing on the expertise of both WEDC and PSC staff, the best practices
developed from the pilot program will be incorporated into a Wisconsin Broadband Playbook for
communities.
Through participation in the pilot cohort, WEDC and PSC intent to increase communities’ readiness to
apply for state, federal, or private broadband opportunities, and provide them with a roadmap for
continuing its work to expand broadband after the pilot ends.
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